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1) Objects!documented!as!being!owned!by!Frank!or!Ivy!Stranahan.!
2) Objects!that!accurately!reflect!the!inventory!of!the!Stranahan!Trading!Post.!!
3) Objects!that!accurately!reflect!the!Stranahans’!relationship!with!the!African!American!

community.!
4) Objects!with!Stranahan!associations!that!aid!in!the!interpretation!of!Stranahan!House.!
5) Objects!from!Stranahan!family!members!that!have!particular!importance!to!Stranahan!

House.!
6) Period!authentic!objects!to!augment!the!interpretation!of!Stranahan!House!or!to!replace!

inappropriate!items!currently!on!display.!!!
7) Reproduction!pieces!that!can!be!used!in!the!Education!Collection.!!

Object!collection!will!be!limited!by!the!following!criteria:!

a) Time!Period:!1890s!to!1920s.!
b) Geographic!Location:!South!Florida.!
c) Subjects:!!History!of!Frank!and!Ivy!Stranahan,!history!of!the!city!of!Fort!Lauderdale,!history!

of!Stranahan!House.!
d) Themes!(as!they!relate!to!the!above!mentioned!subjects):!!Seminole!Indians,!pioneer!life,!

women’s!rights,!African!American!local!history,!education,!South!Florida!architecture,!real!
estate!and!commercial!development,!!civic!organizations,!!hurricanes,!environmental!issues.!

e) Use:!!Objects!in!the!collection!are!intended!for!display,!interpretation,!outreach,!and!
research.!!!

Objects!must!be!in!good!condition!to!be!accepted!as!additions!to!the!collections.!Objects!that!do!
not!serve!the!objectives!as!defined!in!the!Statement!of!Purpose!will!not!be!accepted.!!

Acquisitions&and&Accessions&

Definition:!!Acquisition!refers!to!an!object!obtained!by!the!museum!and!does!not!mean!that!a!
transfer!of!ownership!has!taken!place.!Acquisitions!cannot!be!added!to!the!collection,!registered!
or!cataloged!until!they!have!been!accessioned.!!If!the!museum!adopts!an!acquisition!by!
accessioning!it,!the!object!is!to!be!held!in!the!public!trust!and!administered!according!to!the!
Museum’s!Collections!Management!Policy.!!
!
Objects!acquired!for!Stranahan!House’s!collections!may!be!acquired!by!gift,!bequest,!exchange!
or!purchase.!All!objects!acquired!for!the!collections!shall!be!registered,!and!information!about!
the!objects!and!their!source!of!acquisition!shall!be!organized!in!a!permanent!record.!
Representatives!of!Stranahan!House!will!not!appraise!donations;!appraisals!for!the!purpose!of!
establishing!tax!deductible!value!are!the!responsibility!of!the!donor.!!All!donations!shall!be!
considered!outright!and!unconditional!gifts!to!be!used!or!not!used!at!the!discretion!of!Historic!
Stranahan!House!Museum.!!The!Museum!will!not!guarantee!that!the!objects!will!be!exhibited,!
retained!in!the!collection!or!preserved!in!their!current!state.!
!

Robin



7!
!

Criteria&for&Acquisitions:&
1) All!collected!objects!must!fit!within!the!museum’s!scope!of!collections,!thus!furthering!

the!mission!and!purpose!of!Historic!Stranahan!House!Museum.!!
2) Historic!Stranahan!House!Museum!must!be!able!to!provide!adequate!storage,!care,!

security,!maintenance!and!conservation!for!the!object!or!collections!of!objects.!!
3) The!object!or!collection!of!objects!cannot!be!encumbered!by!restrictions,!thereby!

allowing!Historic!Stranahan!House!Museum!the!full!and!complete!ownership!and!
freedom!of!use!as!permitted!by!law!

4) The!conveyor!of!the!object!or!collection!of!objects!is!the!legal!owner!or!authorized!
agent!for!the!legal!owner.!!

Restrictions&on&Acquisitions:&&
1) No!object!or!collection!of!objects!shall!be!knowingly!acquired!which!are!known!to!have!

been!illegally!imported!into,!or!illegally!collected!in!the!United!States!contrary!to!state!
or!federal!law,!regulation,!treaty!or!convention.!!!

2) No!object!or!collection!will!be!a!accepted!unless!accompanied!by!all!rights,!copyrights,!
title!and!other!interests!

!! !!!!!Acquisition&Process:&&
Gifts!–!The!Museum!requires!sufficient!documentation!that!each!gift!the!Museum!
receives!is!valid,!i.e!that!the!donor!intended!to!make!a!gift!of!the!property!and!that!the!
museum!received!the!property!and!accepted!it!as!a!gift.!Donors!will!sign!a!Deed!of!Gift!
form!containing!language!that!describes!the!object!or!objects!and!legally!transfers!
ownership!to!the!museum.!!(See!Appendix!B)!Partial!or!fractional!gifts!may!only!be!
accepted!if!a!contract!is!executed!requiring!the!owner!to!transfer!the!remaining!interest!
to!the!museum!within!a!specified!time!period.!!Restricted!gifts!should!be!avoided.!!

Purchases!–!Museum!staff!should!consider!the!fairness!of!the!purchase!price!and!the!
relative!importance!of!the!object!to!the!collection,!and!whether!a!comparable!object!
may!be!obtained!by!gift!or!bequest.!Museum!funds!must!be!available!to!cover!the!cost!
of!purchase,!transportation,!documentation,!conservation!and!storage!of!the!object.!!
The!Museum!is!prohibited!from!purchasing!objects!for!its!collections!from!volunteers,!
staff!or!board!members.!!

Exchanges!–!Exchanges!are!restricted!to!nonprofit!museums!and!educational!
institutions!to!insure!that!museum!objects!remain!accessible!to!the!public.!A!written!
agreement!between!the!organizations!will!specify!what!will!be!transferred!and!which!
organizations!will!be!responsible!for!packing!and!shipping.!!

Bequests!ZZ!Bequests!are!treated!similarly!to!gifts!and!are!documented!with!a!Deed!of!
Gift!signed!by!the!donor!or!the!donor’s!agent.!!The!museum!is!under!no!obligation!to!
accession!bequests!and!will!only!accept!bequests!that!fit!into!the!museum’s!collection!
plan.!!
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Accession&Process:&
Each!object!or!group!of!objects!that!has!been!accepted!into!the!Museum’s!collections!
shall!be!assigned!an!accession!number.!An!accession!record!will!be!established!for!the!
object!or!group!of!objects!documenting!a!description!of!the!object(s),!where!the!
object(s)!came!from,!and!how!the!object(s)!came!into!the!Museum’s!possession.!This!
information!shall!be!kept!electronically!in!addition!to!paper!records.!!!

!

Loans!!

!!!!!!!!!Outgoing&loans&
Object(s)!will!be!loaned!only!to!qualifying!museums,!historical!societies,!educational!or!cultural!
institutions!for!educational!or!exhibition!purposes.!Under!no!circumstances!will!Stranahan!
House!loan!objects!from!its!Permanent!Collection!to!private!individuals!for!personal!use.!

!The!Collections!Manager!will!evaluate!written!requests!for!loans!and!make!a!recommendation!
to!the!board!of!directors!for!final!approval.!The!Collections!Manager!will!consider!the!impact!the!
loan!of!the!object(s)!may!have!on!the!interpretation!at!Stranahan!House!Museum,!if!the!
borrowing!institution!has!appropriate!insurance!and!security!measures!in!place!according!to!
industry!standards,!whether!the!object(s)!is!in!stable!condition!and!will!not!be!damaged!by!the!
packing!or!transportation!process,!and!if!the!borrowing!institution!meets!any!other!conditions!
listed!in!the!Outgoing!Loan!Agreement.!!

!

& Incoming&Loans&
Stranahan!House!Museum!accepts!loans!from!peer!organizations!of!objects!that!help!to!fulfill!
the!museum’s!mission!and!purpose!to!be!used!in!exhibits!or!for!educational!purposes.!Loan!
forms!will!specify!usage,!duration!of!the!loan,!condition!of!storage,!authorized!handling!and!
insurance!terms.!The!Board!of!Directors!will!approve!any!incoming!loans!based!on!the!
Collections!Manager’s!recommendation.!!!

Loans!will!be!limited!to!five!years,!but!may!be!renewed.!If!the!lending!institution!wishes!to!
terminate!the!agreement,!the!lending!institution!must!notify!Stranahan!House!in!writing!at!least!
45!days!in!advance.!!

While!the!loans!are!in!Stranahan!House’s!possession!they!will!be!handled,!stored!and!exhibited!
with!the!same!level!of!care!provided!to!objects!owned!by!Stranahan!House!unless!otherwise!
stipulated!by!the!lending!institution.!Stranahan!House!will!not!clean,!conserve!or!repair!loaned!
objects!without!the!permission!of!the!lending!institution.!

In!the!past,!Stranahan!House!has!accepted!loans!from!private!individuals!but!will!no!longer!do!
so!unless!the!object(s)!is!deemed!by!the!Collections!Manager!or!Executive!Director!to!be!
critically!important!to!the!interpretation!of!Stranahan!House.!!

Robin


