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who!helped!guide!Fort!Lauderdale’s!development!from!a!wilderness!outpost!to!a!thriving!city,!

while! at! the! same! time! working! to! protect! and! advance! the! cause! of! their! neighbors,! the!

Seminole!Indians.!!

!

Frank!Stranahan!died! in!1929;! Ivy!Stranahan!remained! in!her!home!until!her!death! in!1971!at!

the!age!of!90.!Mrs.!Stranahan!left!the!house!to!the!Seventh!Day!Adventist!Church,!which!in!turn!

sold!it!to!the!Fort!Lauderdale!Historical!Society.!A!joint!project!with!the!Fort!Lauderdale!Board!of!

Realtors! to! restore! the! home! as! a! historic! house! museum! was! launched! in! 1980.! In! 1981,!

Stranahan! House,! Inc.! became! a! nonZprofit! entity.! Restored! to! its! 1913Z1915! configuration,!

Stranahan!House!opened!to!the!public!as!a!museum!in!1984.!Today,!it!is!operated!by!a!20Zplus!

member!board!of!directors,!a!small!professional!staff!and!large!cadre!of!volunteers.!Supported!

in!large!part!by!the!generosity!of!the!community!that!Frank!and!Ivy!Stranahan!helped!to!found,!

the!Historic!Stranahan!House!Museum!is!open!year!round!offering!tours!daily!to!thousands!of!

visitors,!in!addition!to!presenting!a!wide!variety!of!educational!programs!and!special!events!for!

both!children!and!adults.!!

Scope&of&Collections&

Historic!Stranahan!House!Museum!collects!objects!which!are!useful!for!fulfilling!the!museum’s!!!!!!

mission!to!interpret!the!life,!character!and!times!of!Frank!and!Ivy!Stranahan!and!the!community!

they! helped! to! found.! The! centerpiece! of! the!museum’s! collections! is! the! house! itself,!which!

serves!as!a!model!of!exemplary!historic!preservation.!!

The! Permanent! Collection! consists! of! furniture,! furnishings,! housewares,! books,! photographs,!

paintings,!textiles,!clothing!and!accessories,!glass,!ceramics,!silver!and!other!metals,!and!period!

decorative!arts!relating!to!the!history!of!the!Stranahans,!their!home!and!their!relationship!to!the!

city!of!Fort!Lauderdale!and!Broward!County.!!!

History&of&the&Collections&

Most!of!the!furnishings!owned!by!the!Stranahans!had!been!disposed!of!by!Mrs.!Stranahan!prior!

to! her! death! in! 1971.! The! furnishings! that! remained! in! the! house,! as! well! as! a! few! of! Mrs.!

Stranahan’s! personal! belongings! and! all! of! her! personal! papers! were! bequeathed! by! Mrs.!

Stranahan!to!the!Fort!Lauderdale!Historical!Society.!!When!the!house!was!opened!as!a!museum!

in!1984,!the!Historical!Society!loaned!Stranahan!House,!Inc.,!some!of!the!Stranahan!furnishings!

and!belongings!from!its!collections.!Those!objects!remain!on!loan!and!in!Stranahan!House,!Inc.’s!

possession.! ! Additionally,! a! number! of! Stranahan! family! members,! friends! and! business!

associates!donated! items!previously!owned!by! the!Stranahans! to!Stranahan!House,! Inc.!These!

two!sources!form!the!backbone!of!the!museum’s!exhibitions!and!are!the!most!important!pieces!

at!the!Museum.!

In!order!to!fully!furnish!the!house,!several!hundred!objects!determined!to!be!period!authentic!

were!brought! into!the!collection! in!1984Z1986,!most!through!donation!and!some!by!purchase.!!

All!the!objects!collected!to!this!date!were!accessioned.!!
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In!1986,!the!museum!accepted!a!special!collection!known!as!the!Knox!Collection.!This!consisted!

of! about! 1,000! small! items! (jewelry,! purses,! medals,! buttons,! cardcases,! pipes,! eyeglasses,!

hatpins,!etc.)!that!were!determined!to!be!from!the!turn!of!the!century.!!Although!these!objects!

were!in!keeping!with!the!time!period!interpreted!by!the!museum,!they!did!not!necessarily!fit!the!

Museum’s!other!collecting!criteria.!!The!Museum!made!use!of!these!items!in!the!1990s!through!

temporary!exhibits! tied! to! adult! education! classes!not! related! to! Stranahan!history,! such!as! a!

class!on!Victorian!jewelry!or!antique!hatpins.!!The!objects!in!this!collection!have!not!been!fully!

accessioned!or!catalogued.!!!

In!the!1990s!and!later,!collecting!practices!and!record!keeping!were!not!as!diligent!as!in!the!first!

years! of! the! Museum’s! history.! Objects! came! into! the! Museum’s! possession! either! without!

proper! documentation! or! with! documentation! that! has! since! been! lost,! and! several! of! these!

objects! have! since! been! determined! to! be! from! time! periods! other! than! the! time! period!

interpreted!at!Stranahan!House.!!Also,!several!objects!that!had!been!registered!are!no!longer!in!

the!Museum’s!possession!and!there!is!no!documentation!as!to!how!or!why!these!objects!were!

removed!and!disposed.!!

In! 2000,! Stranahan! House! underwent! a! second! refurbishment.! ! Administrative! offices! were!

moved!out!of!the!Museum,!and!several!rooms,! including!the!kitchen,!were!turned!into!exhibit!

space.!!A!kitchen!furnishing!plan!was!developed.!Some!of!the!smaller!items!in!the!kitchen!were!

donated! and! the! larger! pieces! were! purchased! from! antique! stores;! the! other! rooms! were!

furnished!through!purchases!and!donations.!!A!few!records!concerning!these!objects!exist,!but!

there!is!no!indication!that!the!objects!were!accessioned!or!catalogued.!!

Categories&of&Collections&&

Permanent(Collection!–!Museum!objects!that!are!important!to!the!interpretation!of!Stranahan!

House,!have!been!accessioned!and!receive!the!highest!level!of!care.!The!Permanent!Collection!

includes!the!following!subZclassifications:!

Stranahan(Collection:!Museum!objects!that!belonged!to!the!Stranahans!and!are!now!

owned!by!Stranahan!House,!Inc.!(Does!not!include!objects!on!loan!from!the!Fort!

Lauderdale!Historical!Society.!See!Appendix!A)!!!

Period(Collection:!Museum!objects!that!are!from!the!period!interpreted!at!Stranahan!

House,!but!were!not!owned!by!the!family.!

Archival(Collection(–(Primarily!photographic!and!paper!material,!including!the!following!subZ

classifications:!!

Document(Collection:!Includes!papers!related!to!Stranahan!House’s!architecture!and!to!
the!history!of!the!organization!such!as!newsletters,!minutes!of!meetings,!reports!and!

newspaper!articles.!!
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Photograph(Collection:!Includes!original!photographs!taken!after!1979!related!to!
Stranahan!House’s!architecture!and!to!the!history!of!the!organization!as!well!as!copies!

of!historical!photographs!of!the!same.!

Secondary(Collections:(Objects!in!these!collections!have!not!been!accessioned!or!fully!
accessioned!and!do!not!require!the!same!level!of!care!as!the!objects!in!the!Permanent!

Collection.!!They!include!the!following!subZclassifications:!!!!

Knox(Collection:!Special!collection!of!objects,!mostly!curiosities!and!personal!items!such!

as!jewelry,!buttons,!fans,!stones!etc.!

Education(Collection:!Objects!that!have!educational!value!and!may!be!handled!by!

children!and!adult!visitors!and!are!permitted!to!be!taken!offsite.!!

Book(Collection:!Books!that!are!used!for!display!and!research!by!staff!and!volunteers.!!

Display(Collection:(Objects!that!are!used!as!props!for!display!purposes!and!do!not!have!
any!particular!historical!value.!!

Christmas(Collection:(A!large!collection!of!Christmas!ornaments!and!decorations,!the!

bulk!of!which!was!bequeathed!to!Stranahan!House!by!the!estate!of!Mary!Porter!of!Fort!

Lauderdale.!!

!

Collections’&Strengths&and&Weaknesses&

As!noted,!the!objects!documented!as!owned!by!the!Stranahans!are!a!key!aspect!of!the!

collection,!second!only!to!the!house!itself.!!The!major!weakness!of!the!collection!is!the!overall!

lack!of!records!and!the!collecting!practices!of!the!past!that!allowed!objects!into!the!museum!

that!are!inappropriate!for!the!interpretation!of!Stranahan!House.!!Allocating!adequate!storage!

and!work!space!for!the!collections!is!also!challenge.!!Regarding!the!content!of!the!collections,!

the!museum!owns!insufficient!objects!that!help!to!tell!the!story!of!the!Stranahans’!relationship!

to!the!local!African!American!community.!

Statement&of&Authority!!

Authority!to!acquire&museum!objects!within!the!budget!limits!for!acquisitions!is!delegated!to!

the!Museum!Executive!Director,!in!consultation!with!the!Collections!Manager.!!No!volunteer,!

staff!member!or!board!member!may!obligate!the!museum!to!accept!objects!without!the!written!

approval!of!the!Director.!!If!a!donor!wishes!to!place!limitations!on!a!gift,!those!limitations!must!

be!approved!by!the!board,!under!the!board’s!regular!practices.!(

Collecting&Objectives&and&Limitations&

Going!forward,!the!museum!will!collect!objects!according!to!the!following!priorities:!
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