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Supporting fine craft artists 
from all corners of Florida 

who enrich our community 
through artistic expression.

501 Central Avenue, in Downtown St. Petersburg

Supporting fine craft artists Supporting fine craft artists 
from all corners of Florida 

who enrich our community 
through artistic expression.



Statewide Nonprofit Organization dedicated to:

• Advancing Florida’s fine craft artists

• Offering opportunities and education for artists

• Engaging the community - More than 50,000 visitors

• Educating about fine craft

• Interesting exhibits and programs 

• Serving as a resource 

• Partnering with other organizations

Katie@FloridaCraftArt.or
g 



Ceramics, Fiber, Glass, Jewelry, Metal, 
Mixed Media, and Wood

More than 250 
Fine Craft

Artists



Florida Artists Gallery



Eight Curated exhibitions a year in 
The Exhibition Gallery



Eight Curated exhibitions a year in 
The Exhibition Gallery





Guided Walking Mural Tours
Every Saturday morning, 10 a.m. 

Guided Biking Mural Tours
First Saturdays



ArtLofts: 22 Artists’ Studios on our second floor







"When dealing with people, remember 
you are not dealing with creatures of 
logic, but creatures of emotion." 

— Dale Carnegie



“I was an Emerging Artist in Florida CraftArt’s Festival in 2019 and am 
now a Gallery Artist. Being a part of Florida CraftArt has been an 
amazing experience for me. 

This dedicated nonprofit has helped to accelerate my career in many 
ways.  I am now able to be a full-time, successful artist and I create 
ceramics and jewelry in my home studio in Inverness, Florida. 

- Suzy Pease



Shelly Steck Reale  left a career in nonprofit 
marketing to embrace her love for art and 
ceramics. She was an Emerging Artist in the 
2021 Florida CraftArt Festival.



“For us, starting out was an overwhelming task 
of not only creating art, but of networking, 
marketing, and trying to understand our place 
in the Florida art scene. “

“Florida CraftArt stepped up to offer invaluable 
mentoring and support. They’ve been 
instrumental in guiding us through the nuts and 
bolts of developing successful arts careers. “

Today, they are both Gallery Artists, participate 
in exhibitions, and often win awards!



Artist Eric Folsom:
“My boss informed me that my 
department was being eliminated on 
the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
This was very distressing because, in 
February, we had taken in a 12-year-
old boy from the Department of 
Children and Families and finalized 
his adoption in September. “ 



“Then, I was accepted as a Florida 
CraftArt Gallery Artist. The gallery staff 
has been incredibly helpful and 
supportive.
 
In addition to making jewelry, now I am 
making sculptures, utensils, bowls, wall 
hangings, and more. 

Without Florida CraftArt , I would not 
be where I am in my artistic journey.”



Artist Ya La’Ford: 
“My solo show aimed to harness 
the power of art through words 
and mark-making to reflect upon 
human relationships, storytelling, 
and interconnectivity in a 
communal space. 
Florida CraftArt:

• provides a professional 
network

• supports careers of artists

• educational components not 
only benefit artists but also 
enhance art experiences for 
their community. “



This past year has been an impressive one; our generous 
donors and members have helped us to:
• Replace the roof on our century-old building.
• Purchase and install a new elevator to the second 

floor ArtLofts, where 18 artists have their studios and 
galleries.

• Sell more than $370,000 of fine crafts made by 
Florida artists.

• Host the 19th CraftArt Festival, helping to support 
fine craft artists from around the country and the 
world.

• Launch a traveling exhibition of ceramic artists that 
went to Kansas City and Jacksonville.

• Exhibit dynamic shows and programming in our 
exhibition gallery, including an amazing glass show 
curated by Duncan McClellan.

We do, however, have our challenges…
• The day of the CraftArt Festival, our gallery AC 

stopped working and must be replaced along with a 
second unit, which burned out recently. 

 Cost: $16,000.

• The building needs a surge arrester to protect the 
new elevator’s computer, as well as the gallery light 
bulbs, which keep burning out. Cost: $1,800.

Building repairs may not tug at your heartstrings, but 
please consider that Florida CraftArt is the only 
statewide organization supporting hundreds of artists 
with exhibition and sales opportunities. 

We hope that, if you are able to do so, you will include 
us in your year-end giving plans. Thank you for your 
support of Florida CraftArt.

ANNUAL APPEAL LETTER 2016









“By taking the time to understand 
what is important to someone 
and framing our needs with their 
desires, we make it easy for that 
person to actually want to do 
something.”

-Dale Carnegie





Katie Deits
Director of Grants and Special Projects

501 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.FloridaCraftArt.org

Katie@FloridaCraftArt.org
(727) 821-7391

mailto:Katie@FloridaCraftArt.org
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