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Agenda
Welcome
The Ringling 
Manatee Village Historical Park
Discussion
Activity
Questions



What is the biggest
challenge in supporting
teachers through your
school programs? 



What strategies can
tackle these challenges
in supporting teachers
for your programs?



The Ringling



The Ringling serves as the legacy of
John and Mable Ringling—a place of
art, architecture, and circus in an
environment that inspires, educates,
and entertains.
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TOURS WORKSHOPS RESOURCES FUNDING CUSTOM

K-12 School and Teacher Programs at The Ringling

FREE School
Tours

K-12 schools can
visit The Ringling
for free on field

trips. Free planning
visits are also

available.

Professional
Development

Teachers can
attend free-hands

on workshops
throughout the

year.

Curriculum
Resources

Teachers can
access guides,
audio guides,
activities, and

more.

Funding
Opportunities

In addition to free
admission, we also

offer bus
scholarships.

Customzations

Many teachers ask
for custom tours,

resources on
specific pieces, or

topics for their
visit.



Shortcomings 
and 

Solutions
Planning Time / Paperwork

Booking a visit was a long
processes with a lot of

paperwork.
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MUSEUM OF ART SCHOOL TOUR 

STOP FOUR

Galleria
 

STOP THREE 

Spacer
 

STOP TWO | GALLERY 6

Rest on the Flight into Egypt
 

STOP FIVE | GALLERY 16

Lieutenant General Philip Honywood
 

STOP ONE | GALLERY 2

The Meeting of Abraham and Melchizedek
 

STOP SIX | GALLERY 21

Plowing in the Nivernais (Labourages nivernais)
 

|SEARING WING

|CHAO CENTER FOR ASIAN ART

Rosa Bonheur, 1850, SN433

Paolo Veronese, c. 1572, SN82

Peter Paul Rubens, c. 1625, SN212

ThomasGainsbrough,1765.SN390

TingTsungandWei Fung Chao Center for Asian Art

TrevorBell,1985. Gift of the Artist, 2004. SN11118.2

ringling.org

https://www.ringling.org/learnfromhome
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Manatee Village Historical Park’s mission is
to preserve and share the history of
Manatee County’s founding era (1840-1918).



School Programs at Manatee Village Historical Park

TOURS OUTREACH RESOURCES CUSTOM

FREE School
Tours

MVHP always
offers free

admission and free
tours for school

groups.

Lectures

Teachers can
request and attend
staff-led lectures
& workshops year

round.

Resources

Teachers can
access guides,
audio guides,

worksheets, and
more.

Active Learning

Many teachers
request hands-on

experiences &
resources on

specific history for
their visit.





Planning
Process

&
Pressure
Points

Booking Process/Paperwork

Booking a visit was a hurdle with
unclear instructions and too

much paperwork.
Fix:

Eliminate forms/paperwork
No signatures needed
FAQs & Policies listed on
website
More detailed information &
instruction on website

Teacher Resources

Teachers need ready-made,
standards-aligned curriculum

materials and activities.

Potential Long-Term Fix: 
Listed standards and lesson
plans in a Teachers Resources
tab on website

 Short-Term Fixes:
Variety of worksheet activities
always available at check-in
desk and by request for groups
Hands-on activities integrated  

Expectations

Teachers do not know what to expect

Potential Fix:
Streamlined tour options clearly
outlined, stop by stop
Hosting teacher workshops, virtual
options

Relationship Building

Teachers need to have a
relationship with the museum to
visit year after year. 

Potential Fix:
Teacher workshops, info
sessions
Connect and promote with
methods already in place
through the districts

Access

While admission and all school visits
to MVHP are always free, many
teachers were not aware, could not
afford buses, or could not swing
multi-day visits for groups larger
than the site capacity of 50.

Potential Fix:
Research funding possibilities
via grants & scholarships
Grow virtual and in-class
options



Group Discussion: 
What pressure points
do you experience in
your programs?



Group Discussion: 
What support systems
do you currently offer
for teachers? 



Group Discussion: 
Which strategies from either
organization could work in
your setting? 



Group Discussion: 
How would you support
teachers in your work if
resources were not a factor?  



Group Activity: 
Let’s practice what we’ve
talked about!  
    



Key Takeaways
Low-cost, high-impact teacher support
There are many ways to support teachers. Some of these can
support sustainability in our own work, too!01
Creating educator-centered experiences regardless of budget or size 
Supporting teachers does not need to be a high-cost project. It can be
free or low cost, like going to an in service day or supporting their field
trip planning.

02
Activate outside resources that reinforce teacher support and programs
Meeting with local school board district members and utilizing promotional
systems already in place at both the school and museum level.03



Questions?
Dr. Brooke Keller

School and Teacher Programs Coordinator, The Ringling
brooke.keller@ringling.org

Emma Driggers
Education & Engagement Coordinator,

Manatee Village Historical Park
emma.driggers@manateeclerk.com
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